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Two new white vans in ChristchurchTwo new white vans in Christchurch
Thermoseal in Christchurch has been a Metalcraft 
customer for many years, with a fleet of Metalcraft 
vehicles including a Nissan based 6.7M delivery 
truck, a 3.5M Glazier site truck, and three vans.
When one of the vans had a major mechanical 
breakdown and required replacement, Metalcraft built 
and installed a new dual-sidse frail with height 
extension in 24 hours.
At Metalcraft we place a very high importance on 
getting damaged vehicles back on the road, and in 
this case, supporting a valued clients business.

Dan, Jacqui and baby Sasha purchased 
this van and new van frail to start their new 
business “Advanced Glass Services” based 
in Christchurch.
The Nissan van has a full length drivers 
side frail with height extension and scissor 
clamps. The new Metalcraft roofrack bars 
were also installed on this van to support 
the frail.
Sasha seemed as excited about the new 
van as her parents!
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3.5M Glazier Body, We have , one Body only in current stock Christchurch and one 
in Perth, ready to fitted to a SWB Cab Chassis, Metalcraft is able to help soucre a 
new Fuso Canter FE150 cab chassis if required.

This Body will be a great addittion to any glass companies glazing fleet.

3.5M long with an adjustable height on one side to 2700mm high.

Quality lockablke front storage box, rear hardwood deck with inlayed pole locators 
featuring our secure strap poles. 

Normal Retail is $34700 plus GST, Septembers Cash price offer $28000 plus GST

Spring has sprung! And it is great to see some colour forming after a 
very dull winter, I am sure there are those of us that are starting to think 
about what the summer will bring both in business and pleasure.

We are seeing a lot more positive customers both with quality quoting 
and purchasing, as we are very aware the Window and glass industry 
was one of the first to feel the downturn and are now looking at climbing 
out the other side, so I say bring on the sunshine!!!
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This month some trivia on the history of our industry :

The term Fenestration, as used by the USA glass and window industries to describe the window fabrication 
industry, is derived from an 18th century contractor who wasn't very good at his job, but who livened up the 
workplace as the butt of all jokes... George Fenester, the window guy, could not install a window without 
breaking at least one pane of glass. On a particularly troubling day, he fell backwards and shattered an entire 
stack of glass panes. His buddies kidded him by asking, "Hey George, feeling a little Fenestration today?" It 
was followed by howls of laughter…. And so the industry got a new name!

If you’ve got a better industry related joke, story, trivia or tale than this, and I’m sure you have, please email it to 
ian@metalcraft.co.nz. Each month the best joke will be printed.
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I found this great pic of a Railway 
yard Flat glass carrier, horse drawn.

Metalcraft has for many years manufactured quality flat glass storage systems, this year we have seen a trend of 
companies looking at there useable factory floor space and seeing how it could be used better.

One clear opportunity is to convert your old A-Frame style storage racks into a Metalcraft concertinaing system, 
with our flat glass concertina systems will free up more than 50% of the currently used floor space.

This new found floor space will then be able to be put into production use. Our concertina racks not only free up 
floor space but also aid stock selection, as you do not need to pull out or lean stock sheet to access the required 
sheet that are stored behind.

We have also seen companies utilize our swing rack storage systems to free up usable floor space as well as 
speed up the selection and uploading of job lots required by your glazing contractors.

So if you are needing free up wasted factory floor space, or need to speed up stock selection, please visit it our 
web sites or call us for a free factory appraisal and 3D Cad drawing showing how our storage systems can work 
for your Company.

Regards Bryn Thompson
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These pictures are of a van that was recently purchased by a 
good customer of Metalcraft. Note the buckets of broken glass 
that have tipped over inside the van, and the timber boxing 
frame with G clamps for glass retention.

Parts of the van were salvaged, with a van leaving our factory 
all sparkling with new technology and a new image for the 
company.

What is the long term cost to the business of staff turning up 
to customers with this image?

The Metalcraft Tooth DGU and sash trolley systems have been developed to assist 
glass and window companies with the storage of Double Glazed Units and sashes. The 
unique design of the Tooth system secures DGUs of 18mm to 35mm thickness in a 
single storage system that is sized to suit your facility and individual needs.

The tooth is moulded out of non-marking ABS plastic of a grade to withstand the 
continual loading and unloading of DGUs from the system. Thin DGUs can rest on the 
bases between the teeth, while thicker units will sit up the sides of the tooth supported 
by both edges. Rows of aligned teeth ensure that DGUs of various sizes are secured. 
Spacers are provided for storage of wider sashes.

The teeth fit into the grooved Metalcraft steel and aluminium sections used on our 
existing trolleys and glass handling equipment. This provides a range of design options.

Benefits include reduced storage space, easy access to each and any item, low cost of 
storage, and reduced damage as the items are kept separated.

We have current stock of DGU and Sash trolley systems, so come and buy them!
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Ever walked on the plate 
glass floor in the Auckland 
sky tower?

The Grand Canyon Skyway 
takes this idea  to new 
heights. The Skyway has 
added hugely to what was an 
ailing tourist attraction.

The horseshoe-shaped glass walkway juts out 70 feet beyond the canyon’s 
edge. Buttressed by 1 million pounds of steel and supporting 90 tons of 
tempered glass, the see-through deck gives visitors a breathtaking view of 
the Grand Canyon.
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What is the average total cost to your business if a $100 DGU gets damaged during delivery to your 
customer?

What is the average total cost to your business if a $100 window frame gets damaged during delivery to 
your customer?

How many man hours does it take to load and unload a houselot of window frames using your current 
vehicle and system? What is the cost of this per houselot and per year? 

Each Window Fabricator that replies with answers to ian@metalcraft.co.nz before 21 September will go 
into the draw to win a $50 smoko shout for your factory.
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Rick Strom, 
covered glass 
trailer. Dual 
2400mm x 
1300mm frails 
plus Internal 
storage with a 
solid fibreglass 
front, roof and 
hardwood ramp 
rear door
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In the USA market Metalcraft Engineering promotes itself as “The Glass Racking Company”. During the 
cold winter months we have been busy developing our presence in the USA, and especially on our new 
website www.theglassrackingcompany.com.

One of the key features of the USA website is extensive use of video footage to show our products being 
used. The footage has been shot by our staff and we’ve learnt lots along the way. The footgae isn’t 
“movie quality” but we think its “good enough” to be worthwhile.

We have just finished updating www.metalcraft.co.nz with a suite of new videos. Please take a look and 
let us know what you think. Are they useful and of benefit?


