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My second week at Metalcraft started with flights to Las Vegas to attend GlassBuild America, the largest annual 
gathering of glass suppliers and customers for the glass, door and window industry in the United States. The size and 
volume of glass used in Las Vegas blew me away. 

One new casino, The Wynn, cost US$2.8B to build and is a world showcase for glass, stone and architecture. The  
takings from The Wynn casino, restaurant and conference facilities alone apparently paid for the facility in eleven 
months – an impressive payback on a massive investment! 

Although global finance is currently a talking point, it doesn’t appear to be slowing down this fast paced city. Vegas 
currently has 1.8M residents and is growing at 1,500 residents per week. Casino extravagance combined with 
consistent population growth has assured that Vegas has a strong and wealthy glass industry, making it the ideal 
location for the GlassBuild expo. 

This years expo comprised of 200,000 square feet of floor space, with over 400 exhibitors and more than 9,000 
attendees making it a very big expo for Who’s Who in the US glass industry. Walking around, our South Pacific accents 
were noted as different and we were often confused with our trans-tasman cousins… a useful cover when you are 
looking for ideas to bring back to New Zealand customers! 

So, was GlassBuild America a great introduction to the glass industry? Absolutely. Am I now a glass guru? I have much 
to learn, which is why I look forward to meeting with you and other customers in the coming months and building on my 
knowledge of the glass industry, your business, and of Metalcraft.  

By Ian Barker Director Business Development

The Wynn Casino, Las Vegas

GLASSBUILD AMERICA AND BEYOND

CONGRATULATIONS
Travis Wilson

Raylight Aluminium Christchurch

Congrats to Travis for his correct 
guess. He and his company will be 

enjoying their Smoko Shout in 
November on us!

To find out more about GlassBuild America go to www.glassbuild.com
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Warwick Styles and Ian Barker with Ford 750 Pickup, LA 

In NZ a Ford 150 is regarded as a huge ute. 
Take a look at  this Ford 750 truck, chopped for 
length and fitted with a pickup tray. We found it  
at Galpin Ford in LA, (The world’s largest volume 
Ford dealer), while we were measuring a Ford 
150 pickup for a customer. Unbelievable! And 
there’s more: www.galpinford.com

Smoko Shout with MGT BOP

The boys from the bay 
enjoyed the first of our 
Smoko Shouts thanks 
to Manager, John 
Settle from Metro 
Glasstech BOP.

Look out for our next 
Smoko competition! 

Summer means family 
time and I am looking 
forward to spending 
more time in the sun 
with my three ladies. 
Yes with three 
females,(but our two 
cats are males so it 
evens us out, sort of!).

Things are certainly challenging at the moment with 
all that is happening here in NZ and off-shore. We 
have used this year to streamline our product range 
and spend more time looking at what we can do 
better for our customers.

One area we have focused on is the safety side of our 
glass handling systems. You may have seen our 
simple yet very effective sliding safety arm which is 
featured on all of our L and A-Frame glass trolleys.

This year we have seen imported glass trolleys enter 
our local market. You can be assured all Metalcraft 
glass handling trolleys are fully designed and 
manufactured here in New Zealand to meet your 
requirements. Here at Metalcraft we believe the 
consultation process between industry and 
manufacturers has resulted in trolleys that are fit for 
purpose as required by OSH.

In other news, Warwick, Ian and I have just returned 
from the GlassBuild America trade show held in Las 
Vegas. Going  allowed us  to compare our products 
against what is being supplied to the North American 
market, and our findings were very pleasing! Not only 
are our products superior to most, but our range was 
the most complete. With market research and 
continual feedback from our customers, it makes it 
easier for us to remain at the top of the innovation 
and development ladder.

And are you ready for Double Glazing? We have 
been supplying DGU manufacturers for the past 
seventeen years so let us help you implement your 
handling and transportation systems to increase your 
production capabilities. Please call me to get a free 
consultation.

Bryn Thompson CEO Metalcraft Engineering Co Ltd 
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We are proud to welcome Ian Barker as our recently 
appointed Director of Business Development. The role 
will create the key sales link between Metalcraft and 
our partnering companies both domestically and 
internationally, while continuing to develop and support 
our domestic market customers.

While Ian brings a wealth of professional expertise and 
achievements to the company, outside of work he also 
manages to actively pursue a huge variety of interests. 
Ian loves hunting deer and pigs, and more recently 
goats and rabbits with his son. He also swims to keep 
fit, is a keen fisherman and freediver, has done a stint 
at standup comedy, and many years ago won gold at 
barefoot waterskiing. 

Ian’s wife Caro, is a jazz singer and Japanese 
language expert, while his son Charlie is sport mad 
and his daughter Lorelei, obsessed with music. In-
house, Ian’s ability to quickly adapt has been noticed 
by us all and we look forward to utilising his many 
skills.

INDUSTRY TRAINING 
AID TO IMPROVE ACCREDITATION

Recently we were proud to deliver a new training aid for 
apprentices of the National Certificate in Flat Glass in 
Wellington. This mobile glass rack features both external 
and internal glass retaining systems.

As part of their accreditation at the Glass and Glazing 
Institute, apprentices are required to demonstrate safe 
practices when handling, storing and transporting glass.  
With the training aid now featured, it will allow for 
apprentices to have their credits signed off during their
block course to help streamline the evaluation process. 

For more information about getting qualifications in the 
glass and glazing industry, contact Margaret Tobin on 
0800 10 55 88 or visit them online at www:jito.org.nz

Manager / Senior Tutor, Liam Garland. Metalcraft, Bryn 
Thompson and Glazing Tutor / Frank Cole.

Can you tell me where this glass carrier was 
spotted? Email: bryn@metalcraft.co.nz
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INVEST IN QUALITY AND SAFETY - BUY METALCRAFT PRODUC TS

TROLLEYS MADE IN NEW ZEALAND
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At Metalcraft we believe your 
business deserves it! 

We understand the worth of a NZ 
designed and built glass handling 
trolley.  

Our trolleys are fully galvanized so 
that they last and each feature our 
secure slide or secure strap pole 
retaining systems. 

Visit www.metalcraft.co.nz for 
our full range and compare our 
pricing and quality against 
imported products. 

All Prices exclude GST and Freight  while stock lasts

Code: 1111600345LFRAME

Code: 217250TAFRAME

Code: 219220AFRAME

Code: 425400LFRAME

Code: 212340AFRAME

Code: 1111125010HARP

PRICES INCLUDE ALL SECURING POLES


