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In New Zealand the leaves are red, and 
the birds are singing as they prepare their 
nests for the cold winter ahead.

This photograph of our 3.5M Glazier truck 
was taken in the grounds of Canterbury 
University. The orange and red colours of 
the leaves in the trees the day of this photo 
shoot were amazing!

We understand from the glass industry that 
like the birds, many kiwi home owners are 
building their nests up for winter, with 
many opting for an upgrade to double 
glaze units. This is great for the industry 
and will hopefully keep volumes up for the 
glass factories, window fabricators and 
glaziers/installers over the winter period.

Autumn is here!

Economic forecast
This graph shows a trend line for the number of new 
dwelling building permits authorised in New Zealand 
for the last 8 years. From a high in late 2003 the 
decline to early 2009 was severe.
The steady growth from March 2009 through till 
February 2010 (the latest figures available) is positive 
and should flow through to increased volumes for the 
glass and window industries.

“Bring it on” we say!
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Welcome to May, to many of our customers May means many things, England – Spring flowers, United States 
– Again temperatures changing and the days warming up, Australia, temperatures cooling and some states 
need to put on warmer clothes. New Zealand – It is mid autumn and the mornings are getting darker and colder
and things start to go into winter mode. For business it can mean many things and we do see that in some 
ways it echoes the seasons. So for those of you that are going into brighter days we look forward to helping 
you forward with transportation and handling systems, and those that are starting to feel the cold, we look 
forward to helping you keep things moving and keeping the cold at bay. 

Last month I told you all about how our new one world web site was going live! 
www.theglassrackingcompany.com is now fully operational and we have had many wonderful comments on 
how it looks and also how informative it is. The site showcases many of our products with pictures, 
downloadable information sheets and many You Tube video links. These video links are a great way to see 
how certain products work in real time.

Barx’s Blog is also live and can be viewed and followed by clicking the BARX’s BLOG tab, at the top right of the 
main page www.theglassrackingcompany.com . Ian is keen for any feedback and comments. He plans on 
using these comments to add content to his weekly Blog, and we hope you find some interesting thoughts that 
may add value to your business. 

Here at The Glass Racking Company things are moving along well. We are seeing many of our customers 
restart glass handling and transportation projects that they had put on the shelf 18 months ago. This is all very 
positive and we feel very reassured by this rising growth pattern.

With this increase in global growth we are now facing a different issue, namely on supply lead times and 
pricing. With many customers looking at adding or replacing some of their transportation fleet we are finding 
that the truck manufactures are holding lower stock and supply times are, in some cases, over 6 months. So 
this is a small reminder to think ahead and talk to us early about your up coming needs. We have solid 
relationships with leading truck suppliers and we are able to hold current stock for our customers for up to 3-4 
months. Also our factory lead times are currently extended for the larger bodies and glass storage systems, 
which means we need to be involved early in your planning so workshop space can be secured for your 
project. The positive from all this is, we are looking at added extra staff to different areas of the company to 
reduce these supply times where we can. 

Featured in this news letter are some of the new products that have been supplied to some of our customers 
through the month of April.

Regards 

Bryn Thompson,  Metalcraft – The Glass Racking Company.   Bryn@metalcraft.co.nz

Richmond Glass have purchased a 3.5M Glazier site truck to assist 
with their retrofit glazing work. The 3.5M Glazier has more storage 
than traditional vans, and allows for both large units and high 
numbers of smaller units. New window frames are also easily 
carried. The storage box allows for tools and equipment to be safely 
stored.



0���'$�����-����'"$#*�$1"�1$*"����"��##'���$�'����! ��(2

1.Purpose built for the job of storing and moving glass

2.Safety Arms to protect the load and the users from 
damage and injury caused by falling or moving glass loads

3.Ergonomic handle for ease of movement around the 
factory

4.Quality USA 150mm diameter castors which are rated at 
420kg each, and suited to glass carrying

5.Hot dip galvanised for longevity

6.Polymer clad surfaces to protect the glass load and 
provide a long life

7.A range of sizes and options to meet all the needs of your 
factory

8.Developed over 19 years by a company committed to 
servicing the needs of the glass and window industries

9.The most common models are stocked locally

10.NZ designed, manufactured and serviced
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The Louvre museum in Paris is a landmark very distinctive to the city 
and shows the impact that well used glass structures can have.
The structure, which was constructed entirely with glass segments, 
reaches a height of 20.6 metres; its square base has sides of 35 metres.
It consists of 603 rhombus-shaped and 70 triangular shaped glass 
segments.

The pyramid and the underground lobby beneath it were created 
because of a series of problems with the Louvre's original main entrance, 
which could no longer handle the volume of daily visitors. Visitors 
entering through the pyramid descend into the spacious lobby then re-
ascend into the main Louvre buildings.

The 4.5M Open Delivery glass carrier has been designed for 
customers who want a medium sized glass carrier with the ease of
access via an open body. Overall body length is 4.5M with the 
drivers side extendable in height from 2.5M to 3M for cartage of
extra large items.
The 4.5M Open Delivery glass carrier fits on a range of cab 
chassis, most commonly the Fuso Mitsubishi Canter FE160E2 with 
5995 GVM providing a payload of around 2400kg. We can supply 
the cab chassis or you can purchase a new or pre-owned unit 
yourself.
This is a stock unit that is ready to sell. Available immediately.

Call now to 
discuss your 
factory 
trolley needs



GET FULL PRODUCT CATALOGUES  ONLINE  AT 
WWW.THEGLASSRACKINGCOMPANY.COM

VISIT US ONLINE

www.theglassrackingcompany.com www.metalcraft.co.nz
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7.5M multi-purpose truck body?

Demountable window and glass 
transportation frames?

Ability to carry oversize windows and 
glass units?

Find our more about this radical new 
window and glass transporter in next 
months newsletter

This is a 3M long covered 
glass trailer for a West 
Australian company. 

This trailer has dual wheels 
with all four electronically 
braked. 

Dual 3M x 1.5M glass racks 
have curtain sides and a fold 
down rear ramp.

There have been some very disturbing accidents within our industry in the past 12 months, with lives lost 
and people injured. As a supplier to the industry it does concern us that many company's are using the 
incorrect trolley to move and store glass in factories and on site.

Below are some pictures of incorrect use and correct use:-

How big is the Glass on the first 
Trolley?

2 & 3 at least use Safety Arms to secure 
the load.

4 & 5 are correctly sized trolleys.

GlassCorp recently sold and facilitated 
these new van racks for Smith and 
Smith Glass. 

The vans are SWB and LWB Ford 
Transits.

The racks feature height extension 
and scissor clamps with the vans also 
having internal leaner frames for 
additional storage.

Fisher Tasman upgraded 
their existing window 
delivery truck. The 
upgrade included 
polymer bearing 
surfaces, window/glass 
retention poles, and 
reveal foams, and is now 
multi-purpose for 
transporting window 
frames and glass.


