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In late July the New York Times announced that the 
USA recession is over. 

Hooray!
In the last nine months Metalcraft has proposed more vehicles, 
more factory handling solutions, and more storage systems that in 
the previous 18 months.

The most prevalent reason for customers not proceeding has been 
lack of funds and a policy of not investing until the economy 
improves. 

If the USA recession is over, and we believe it is, Metalcraft is 
helping to kick off the NZ recovery.

Metalcraft offers a 10% discount off any Metalcraft quotation for 
factory handling equipment supplied in the last 9 months for orders 
placed by August 15 2009. This offer excludes quotations offering 
any previous discount.

If there’s other things you’d like us to do to help you grow your 
business please let us know. We listen to our customers and we 
thrive on change.

Come and get some new equipment. Get out there and go for it!
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It’s a Small world after all!!
The picture to the left is the New Zealand feature of the Disneyland’s, It’s A 
Small World ride in Southern California USA. Last year when I visited the 
theme park with my family I did have a small grin on my face after passing 
this section of the ride. This was the way that the world thinks of New 
Zealand, Plump Brown kiwi birds and plastic Maori dolls in traditional clothing 
with palm tree’s as a back ground.
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Last year I replaced all the windows in my house with energy efficient double glazing. But this week I got a call 
from the glazier complaining that his work had been completed a whole year ago and I had yet to pay him.
Boy, oh boy, did we have an argument! Just because I'm blonde doesn't mean that I’m automatically stupid. So, 
I proceeded to tell him just what his fast talking sales guy had told me last year... that in one year the windows 
would pay for themselves. There was silence on the other end of the line so I just hung up and haven’t heard 
anything more about it. 

I guess I won that stupid argument.

If you’ve got a better industry related joke than this, and I’m sure you have, please email it to 
ian@metalcraft.co.nz. Each month the best joke will be printed.
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Metalcraft has a fully spec’d Glazier and a fully 
spec’d Contractor site vehicle for sale as stock units. 
Both sit on Fuso FE series cab over chassis. Both 
vehicles are ideal for Glaziers, Window Fabricators 
and installers, and those businesses involved in 
retrofit double glaze window installations. Both the 
cab chassis’ and the Metalcraft bodies are available 
for sale at yesterdays pricing with a significant 
discount. Call us now!

As we know this is not completely true, yes the brown kiwi bird is here and we do enjoy our pacific heritage, but we 
are a very different country that some may perceive us to be.

What did hold true with me as I floated past all the countries is that It is a small world after all! And it is getting 
smaller.This has happen more over the past ten years with technologies and even more so in the past two years 
with networking sites like Twitter, my space, facebook and business sites like Linkedin. These sites have made it 
easier to keep in touch with family throughout the world and also now it is being used as a common business 
marketing tool as more of the so called Gen Y move in the work force and take up management roles.

Has your business moved with the times, do you have a good web presence? Have you got a twitter or facebook 
face? If so please send the link through and in our September News we will run a section on the web links within 
our customer base, send your links through to bryn@metalcraft.co.nz . 

We are very pleased with the comments we regularly get from our customers about our company web site :-
www.metalcraft.co.nz and we have just launched our US company site www.theglassrackingcompany.com we 
also can be found on Face book under :- Metalcraft – The Glass Racking Company. If you are a facebook user 
please join our group and keep in touch with us, also see The Glass Racking Company on the business site 
Linkedin. This is a great business to business tool.

See you all on The Net!! Regards Bryn Thompson.
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This US articulated trailer rolled its 
load onto the road. It’s a good 
reminder of the dangers of 
transporting glass and the 
importance of ensuring quality 
retention and transportation 
systems.

(This truck was not made by us!)

Metalcraft is expanding its range of trestles and workbenches to
compliment Trestle Topper. These trestles and workbenches all feature 
the Metalcraft polymer for protection on all bearing surfaces.

The polymer is housed in a new aluminium extrusion that is very strong 
and allows for simple and cost effective fabrication of a range of leg and 
utility options. This is the same extrusion as the new roofrack bar 
announced in the July Newsletter.

All trestle and workbenches come with optional turning and braked 
castors. Metalcraft supplies quality USA castors that can support 
significant weight and have long life – the same as the castors used for 
many years on our workshop trolleys.  

Height adjustment is an option for all trestles and workbenches, with a 
simple pinned height setting, similar to that used on Metalcraft height 
adjustments for van frails.

Metalcraft also manufactures a site trestle which provides a flat work 
surface for site staff. We have made the site trestle light for ease of use, 
but also strong enough to stand on as we know that from time to time it 
will be used for that purpose!

For more product details and pricing please call Ian Barker or Bryn 
Thompson on 03-3603373.
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The Leaning Tower of Abu Dhabi has a tilt of 18 degrees – over four 
times more than the Leaning Tower of Pisa. 

In coming weeks, a specially constructed 35 tonne, 4m wide truck, will 
bring 728 unique custom-made diamond-shaped glazing panels to the 
site. Each will be fitted at a slightly different angle. The first two glazing 
panels, weighing approximately 5 tonnes each, arrived this week.

Only in the Middle East!
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Ridding the Window Industry of Carpet

There is around 400 Window Fabricators in New Zealand. This is 
a big industry. So why is it that most Window Fabricators 
manufacture their windows on trestles, benches and tables that 
are clad in flooring carpet? Carpet is designed for walking on!

Surely the industry is big enough to have a supplier of a purpose 
designed product on which this industry can do its primary role –
that of making windows.

What are the main shortcomings of using carpet as a  
workbench surface?
• Carpet collects aluminium swarf and other debris. This swarf 
and debris then touches the aluminium and glass during the 
process of window manufacture, and can detrimentally damage 
the surface of the glass or window frame – in laymans terms it 
scratches things.
• The small joint sealer and other glues and rubbers used in the 
fabrication of a window also stick to carpet like – well you know…. 
The carpet and glue then matts in to a ball that further attracts 
swarf and debris, and being a ball takes away from the flat work
surface that the carpet is supposed to create in the first place.

So why is carpet such a popular workbench surface?
• It’s the industry norm and has always been used
• It’s cheap to source (off-cuts are usually free) and only requires 
man hours to cut, wrap and secure to the workbenches
• There have not been good alternatives in the past

So what are the alternatives?
• The Italian and other European workbenches are provided with a 
rubber or polymer work surface. These products are extremely 
good, suit large volume fabricators, and are typically too 
expensive for most smaller window fabricators.
• Metalcraft Trestle Topper

Metalcraft Trestle Topper is a purpose designed polymer work 
surface designed to be laid onto existing trestles, workbenches 
and assembly tables. It’s a non-marking polymer that small joint 
sealer doesn’t stick to, repels swarf, and provides a clean flat 
surface on which to manufacture window frames. Trestle Topper 
is proving very popular and available in an aluminium extrusion or 
folded steel section for $25 a metre including cutting and end-
caps, plus freight and GST.

See also in this newsletter details of the new Metalcraft trestles 
and workbenches.

Call Ian Barker or Bryn Thompson on 03-3603373 for a price to 
lay Trestle Topper on your work surfaces and help rid the industry 
of carpet.

A USA window assembly table 
with carpet covering, wrapped in 
tape to reduce swarf damage 

A North Island window assembly 
table showing matted carpet and 
build-up of rubbers and glues

A New Zealand window 
assembly table with carpet 
covering, wrapped in insulation 
tape to reduce swarf damage 

A typical Trestle Topper 
installation showing a new quality 
polymer bearing surface


