THE TRADITIONAL CONCEPT OF
a specialist glass-carrying vehicle based on
a van or a light truck has been turned on its
head by the increased used of double-glazing
for domestic buildings — a trend accelerated by
new legislative requirements.

The bulky double-glazed window units
put a premium on load volume over weight
capacity and have led to the development of
spectacularly large bodies.

Typical of the trend is the carrier recently
put on the road by Metro GlassTech in
Wellington — the biggest unit in the North
Island. Based on an eight-wheeler Isuzu CY'T,
the custom body is 10.3-metres long, making
the rig the longest in the country, at an overall
dimension of 12.6 metres.

Similar-sized bodies have been fitted to
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Above: The 460
Isuzu-based carrier
is the longest of its
kind in NZ

Far left: Laminated

trucks operated by Metro GlassTech and
Viridian in the South Island, though none of
these are as powerful as the Wellington unit’s
460hp Isuzu, which also uses an automated
manual transmission and air suspension and
has a payload capacity of 14-tonnes.

The body is the work of Christchurch firm
Metaleraft Engineering, which leads the flat
glass handling and transportation market in
New Zealand as well as exporting to Australia
and the UK and is creating a new market in
North America.

Features of the design include curtainsides
for weather protection, a concertina roof to
facilitate loading of the internal racks and
external front pockets designed to carry full
packs of 3600mm x 2400mm glass sheets.
External glass is held in place by 36 poles,

hardwood floor
copes with heavy
cases

Left: The unit has
curtainsides and a
concertina roof for
easy loading of the
internal racks

New-era glass carrier

with non-marking sliding blocks and scissor
clamps, while internal glass is secured by 34
strap poles.

A laminated hardwood floor allows for
heavy cases to be transported safely, while
adjustment of the internal poles is effected
by aluminium retaining plates recessed into
the floor.

Metro  GlassTech’s Wellington branch
manager John Christian says the new truck has
made an immediate impact on his company's
operations: “With so much more glass now
being carted as double-glazing, what’s needed
is volume more than anything else.”

The new carrier does an overnight run
to New Plymouth and “has already made a
significant difference with its capacity and

ease of operation.”
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